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acting on calomel, contains cyanogen sufficient to form nearly five times as 
much cyanuret of mercury. This last again, in the second decomposition, may 
produce prussic acid and corrosive sublimate in destructive quantities. 

The decomposition is, in the opinion of M. Mialhe, immediate, after the com¬ 
pound is taken into the stomach, and it is on these grounds that he is inclined 
to ascribe the fatal termination, in the above case, to the poisonous salt that has 
been formed. 

A fact noticed during the above investigation is readily explained on the above 
doctrine. Two chemists administered to a rabbit, eight days after the examina¬ 
tion, a spoonful of the prescription. It died instantly, as if struck with light¬ 
ning, and yet the same quantity, given eight days previous to the above period, 
to another rabbit, did not cause death until some two or three minutes. The 
true explanation of this (says M. Mialhe) is, that the poisonous qualities of the 
mixture continued increasing, during the intermediate time, until the chemical 
reaction was finally completed.— Encyclographie, des S. M.— Journ. de Pharm., 
March' 1843. ' T. R. B. 

64. Professional Confidence. —The following case has attracted some attention 
in France. In December, 1842, Dr. Mallet, of La Rochelle, delivered a lady, 
who had placed herself under his care on the condition of secrecy. The laws 
of France require the registration of a birth at the mayoralty of the parish in 
which the child is born within three days of the delivery, under the terror of a 
severe penalty for the omission. Dr. Mallet accordingly presented the child on 
the second day, to the registrar of the town, merely giving the date, the place 
of birth, and some names, under which the child was inscribed. He was sum¬ 
moned, however, to give in also the name of the mother, .but this he refused to 
present, on the plea that it had been entrusted to him under a promise of secrecy, 
and that Art. 378 of the Penal Code decrees “that all medical men, or midwives, 
who reveal secrets which have been entrusted to them in the professional capa¬ 
city, shall be punished.” The civil authorities of Rochelle brought an action 
against him on the ground that the declaration of the birth of the child was 
legally imperative on the accoucheur, and such other person or persons as were 
present at the delivery. But the Tribunal of Saintes, before which the case 
was brought, acquitted Dr. Mallet, on the ground that by presenting the child 
at the register office, accompanied by two witnesses, he had satisfied the exi¬ 
gencies of the law, and that he was really warranted in refusing to name the 
mother, by the article of the code just quoted, which enjoins secrecy when such 
secrecy dues not threaten or endanger the security of the public. 

The attorney-general of Saintes was not satisfied with this decision, and 
appealed to the Court of Cassation at Paris. But that court, after a lengthened 
debate, confirmed the decision of the provincial tribunal, and on similar grounds. 
Lancet , Oct. 7, 1843. 

In the state of New York we have the following law:—“No person duly 
authorized 40 practice physic and surgery, shall be allowed to disclose any 
information which he may have acquired in attending any patient in a professional 
character, and which information was necessary to enable him to prescribe for 
such patient as a physician, or to do any act for him as a surgeon.” T. R. B. 

65. Malconformation.of the Female Se&ual Organs .—M. Villaume, of Metz, 
communicates the following case. 

A female, aged 20 years, residing in the vicinity of Metz, and apparently 
perfectly well formed, was seen by me in consultation with Messrs. Fremanger 
and Henet, surgeons. 

She laboured under a very profuse leucorrhoea, and a protracted and very 
painful dysmenorrhcea during the menstrual period. These symptoms had been 
present since the fifteenth year, and they had not yielded to injections, baths, 
and preparations of-iron, all of which had been employed without effect. An 
examination was decided upon, and for this purpose the consultation was re¬ 
quested. 
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The external genital organs were well formed. When the right Anger was 
introduced into the vagina for about an inch, a tumour was found on the right 
side of it, round, smooth, incompressible, immovable, and without fluctuation. 
It was evidently larger during the period of menstruation. This process regu¬ 
larly occurred, and it continued from twelve to fifteen days. Towards the end 
of the monthly term, the leucorrhceal discharge was but slightly tinged with 
blood. 

All attempts were fruitless to discover the mouth of this organ, and the 
examiners came to the conclusion that it was the uterus inverted; the fundus at 
the lower part, and the neck or mouth high up and inaccessible to the finger. 
And they thus explain the constant absence of the menstrual fluid at the begin¬ 
ning of the process, while the accumulating pressure of it on the uterus (they 
suppose) gradually enlarges that organ, and finally so inclines its position that 
the menses are slowly discharged. 

An examination by the rectum led to no further discoveries. No disease of 
the parts, such as hernia, could be ascertained. The pelvis also was decidedly 
well formed. 

It was found impossible with two fingers, pressing powerfully upwards, to 
move or displace the tumour, or diminish its size. And M. Villaume and his 
associates, therefore, conclude that this abnormal condition of the uterus is con¬ 
genital, that it has in consequence become immovably fixed in its present posi¬ 
tion; that there is but little prospect of removing the leucorrhcea, and finally, 
that marriage should be forbidden. The female may, by possibility, become 
pregnant, but there is no prospect of a safe delivery.— Bulletin de L’Jlcadenrie 
Royale de Medecine, Sept. 30, 1843. T. R. B. 

GG. Sensibility and power of locomotion after severe injuries. —A female was 
brought into the Westminster Hospital in a state of senseless intoxication. The 
affusion of cold water caused a partial restoration of sensibility. She was 
removed by the police, but brought back the next morning on a stretcher, in a 
state of insensibility, and suffering from uninterrupted convulsions. She con¬ 
tinued comatose, with the recurrence of convulsions, until 4 A. M. of the 26th, 
(two days after she had been first brought,) when she died. On dissection, 
there were found extensive fracture and great effusion of blood at the base of 
the brain, &c. 

Dr. Basham observed that it was evident that the injury must have been sus¬ 
tained while the woman was in the custody of the police, and after she had left 
the hospital on the preceding night, for it was quite impossible, with such a frac¬ 
ture and such an effusion of blood at the base of the brain, that she could have been 
aroused to consciousness by the mere affusion of cold water. 

Mr. Brittain, in order to counteract the bearing of this remark, relates the fol¬ 
lowing:—While house surgeon in the Chester General Infirmary, he admitted 
Thomas Duke on the morning of July 6, 1837. He was accompanied by some 
friends, walked between two of them up stairs, staggering occasionally as if 
intoxicated. The day before, while attending to some horses, he was kicked 
and knocked down by one of them, his head striking against the wall. He got 
up without assistance and sat upon a bucket, when he became very sick, and 
vomited the contents of the stomach, which were strongly impregnated with ale 
and spirits. Two medical men who were passing at,the time, looked at him, 
and observing no wound or bruise, thought he was intoxicated, and were 
strengthened in that belief by his fellow workmen, who stated that he had drunk 
very freely during the day. He was ordered to bed, and had some warm gruel: 
he vomited several times and then fell asleep. 

In the morning, the man appearing very drowsy, answering questions only 
when put to him in a loud and sharp voice, and complaining of headache, his 
master ordered him to be sent home, thinking he was labouring under the effects 
of drink. His friends brought him to the hospital. On examining his heajl, 
Mr. Brittain could detect no wound or injury externally ; he answered questions 
when put to him, but immediately relapsed into a half comatose state. He 



